
Missionaries to the Preborn
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February 17, 2007

Dear Friends of the Preborn,

We’ve returned from Portugal!  The results of the referendum were not what we had hoped, but
the whole team came back confident that the Lord had used our simple efforts to affect the lives
of thousands of individuals, and hopefully for generations to come!  

We cannot thank you enough for the outpouring of support you showed us for this effort!  We
were encouraged to see so many Americans cared about another nation NOTdoing what our
nation has done by bringing baby-murder to their shores.  I told the lady who drove us in the
taxi back to the airport in Lisbon that Portugal is a light to many nations regarding abortion
because they have kept it illegal.  I told her that millions of Americans would be watching the
outcome of the vote on Sunday.  This left a strong impression on her.

And it is true.  Many Americans were saddened to see the outcome in Portugal.  The Lord sent
us there to raise a standard (Isaiah 59:19) and it was much needed.  We only had to be there in
Lisbon a few hours to realize - Lisbon had murder in its heart. Some pro-lifer leaders back here
in the states were trying to paint a positive picture about Portugal before the election, but being
there revealed to us quickly how urgent our actions really were. 

Your financial help to put us there on their streets, well-equipped, still touches my heart deeply.
The most important thing we can do for Portugal now is to pray for Portugal! I hope that you
take time to read this report and that it burdens your heart to pray for Portugal.  Portugal is a
nation that greatly needs people to proclaim God’s holy Law and great Salvation.  May the Lord
raise up some to do just that!  May His name be praised in the earth!

Pastor Matt Trewhella

“Did not he who made me in the womb make them? Did not the same One form us both within our mothers?” -Job 31:15

The American Team. (l to r) Pastor Matt Trewhella, Clara Trewhella, Dan Holman, 
Caytie Davis, Donna Holman, Jim Soderna & Mark Gabriel



BABY SAVED FROM MONTHLY TOUR STOP!
During our monthly Tour stop in December, a young couple who planned to abort their child
drove through our set up along the side of the road.  They were so profoundly affected by what
they witnessed that they decided NOTto abort their child, and rather follow God’s created order
and bring their child to birth.  We thank God for the rescue of this little child and pray that he
or she will be used mightily for the Lord’s purposes in the earth!  

Once again, the bloody photographs, which so many Christians want to denounce the use of,
has spared a child from a brutal death.  You never know how the Lord will use your simple
efforts and the huge impact it can have upon the lives of individuals.  Please consider coming
out to the next monthly Tour stop in March.  Details below!

As in December, 
we will continue to expose Wal-Mart’s complicity 

with baby-murder and perversion.

Saturday, March 17th, 2007

MILWAUKEE
27th St. & Morgan Ave.

11:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

SPRIN G CAMPUS T OURS

Illinois & Ohio
Illinois

April 9-12, 2007

Ohio
April 23-26, 2007

Phone us at 414-462-3399 if you would like to be part of the team 
for either of these efforts!



INTERNA TIONAL MISSION - PORTUGAL
January 31st - February 7th, 2007

To read a more complete report and view 
COLOR PHOTOGRAPHS of this effort, go to MissionariesToPreborn.com

and click on “International Mission-Portugal.”

Missionaries to the Preborn conducted a special international mission to Portugal to warn the people of
Portugal NOTto do what our nation has done, namely, not to legalize the killing of their sons and
daughters through abortion.  A referendum was going to be held on February 11th, 2007, wherein the
people of Portugal would vote whether or not to accept the legalization of abortion-on-demand in their
country.  We wrote a piece of literature, made 50,000 copies, and passed all of them out in seven days
with a team of just seven people!  The team worked tirelessly.  Not only did they not take one day for
sightseeing, they didn't even take one hour. The need to get the word out was too urgent! 

As the team flew into Portugal, it was a beautiful scene from the plane window.  The morning sun had
just broken over the horizon.  We wondered how can seven people impact so many(10 million reside
in the nation of Portugal)?  Our hearts were burdened with utter dependence upon the Lord.  We prayed
He would lead, guide and use us.  Upon our arrival, we immediately realized that we had entered upon
a battlefield.  Everywhere throughout the city were billboards for and against legalized abortion. 

Pedestrian traffic is huge in Portugal unlike America.  We broke our group into three teams.  At first we
went out on the streets and passed them out best we could.  We soon learned however that the best place
to go in Lisbon was at the metro stations where people came and went on the subway system.  This
allowed us to stand in one spot rather than chase people down.  We passed lit out everywhere we went.

By the end of the first day, due to the interaction with the people as we passed out literature out on the
streets, our entire team had come to the same conclusion - Lisbon had murder in its heart.  Throughout
our trip,  we ran into pro-abortion people passing literature out on the streets.  We ran into pro-lifers
doing the same only once.  Clearly the Lord had brought us here to raise a standard.  

Pro-abortion to the left; Pro-life to the right. Jim Soderna gets lit out in busy Lisbon metro.

Everywhere you looked, everywhere we went - people were reading, discussing, and debating our literature.



The team spent three days in Lisbon, but also spent four days traveling on trains to nine other
Portuguese cities - Setubal, Sintra, Estoril, Cascais, Breja, Faro, Coimbra, Braga and Porto.There are
so many stories of encounters throughout our mission with individuals or small groups. Here’s a few:  

Pastor Matt encountered a woman yelling at him because she was going to vote yes.  She refused Pastor
Matt's literature which said to vote no.  But her teen-age son standing next to her quickly took the
literature and read it, frequently returning to the photograph of the murdered preborn baby, all the while
the mother kept yelling at Pastor Matt.  Finally when Pastor Matt went to leave, the son looked at him
and gave him the thumbs up sign.  May the next generation think better!

Mark Gabriel had a young girl take him to her apartment building so he could put literature in all 40 of
the tenants boxes.  The apartment buildings were all locked so this was a great blessing!  She wanted
all her neighbors to see the truth!

All the teams went to churches on Sunday morning to pass out literature.  One man who reluctantly took
our lit, turned to us after reading it and said, "You came all the way over here just for this?" We said
yes.  He said "Wow!" You could tell he was deeply impacted.  Many said this to us along our way.

One young man from the university told us, "I was going to vote yes, but after seeing this (referring to
the photo in our literature of the murdered preborn child)no way."

Pastor Matt & Mark during a demonstration at a busy square.  
Pastor Matt’s sign reads: “Don’t do what our country has done.” Young girl who let Mark into apartments.

On the final day we went to a busy square where thousands of pedestrians passed by us and talked with
us.  This was the first time we saw the pro-lifers encouraged in Lisbon. Many came up to thank us.
Others took extra lit from us to give to others.  Everywhere you looked people were silently walking
past us with all heads turned our way.  We wish you could have seen their eyes.

Dan Holman with his banner at a busy roundabout. Pastor Matt & Mark at a busy roundabout.



THE PRESS

The press in Portugal was clearly pro-abortion.  As in all nations where it is legal, once again, we see
the press's hands in bloodied complicity with the pro-abortion lobby.  They never covered our efforts.  
On one occasion, one of our teams ran into a crowd of 20 pro-abortion activists doing a photo-op for a
phalanx of press.  Though our team members were there speaking out against abortion and passing out
our literature, they were ignored and censored by the press.

On another occasion, we handed news people one of our flyers.  The man looked at it and handed it
back stating "I don't want this; I'm voting yes."Another time someone in our group handed a female
reporter with cameraman in tow one of our flyers.  She read it and watched everyone taking it from us,
but after she was done reading it, she crumpled it up, threw it in the garbage, and walked away.
Somehow we could not help but think how readily they would have sought us out if we had been seven
pro-abortion activists from America?

One pro-lifer we met told us that only one media outlet in the nation was giving the pro-lifers a fair
shake.  The bias towards the pro-abortion side was clear in the coverage we watched.  

It is important to note that everywhere that abortion is illegal, the press tries to paint the picture that all
Americans just love abortion and therefore ‘our country needs to catch up with the times and legalize
it too.’ This is why wherever we have done pro-life efforts in other countries where it is illegal, people
are always amazed to meet Americans (like us) who are opposed to abortion.

THE POLICE

A quick word about the police.  We had absolutely no problems with the police.  They were kind and
respectful to us everywhere we went throughout Portugal.  We were free to speak, demonstrate, and
distribute literature without hindrance everywhere we went.

The largest newspaper in Portugal had shown clear 
pro-abortion bias. We held a demonstration outside.

Mark Gabriel calls upon the newspaper 
to show and report the truth.

Donna Holman gives a piece of lit to a police officer. Police officer reads the lit as Clara & Caytie pet horses.



THE VOTE AND ANALYSIS
by Pastor Matt Trewhella

On February 11th, 2007, the people of Portugal voted 59% to 41% to legalize abortion.
However, only 44% of the electorate voted, and for a referendum to be binding in Portugal, at
least 50% must vote. Hence, the attempt to legalize abortion failed by this technicality.  Don't
get all excited though.  

Even though that means that only 26% of the electorate voted for abortion on demand to be
made legal, the government will attempt to legalize it anyway.  They have enough legislators in
their Parliament to do so.  Most legislators only wanted the referendum so they could test the
political waters and see where the electorate stood on this matter (lest they push it through and
lose their jobs during the next election).  However, after seeing the outcome, even though only
44% voted, they will now push it through.

They realize what we saw while there in Portugal, namely, the pro-abortion side is loud and
proud & the pro-life side is ambivalent and cowering, plus a large number of people, after
having been neutralized by the press through their one-sided presentation of the matter of
abortion, have taken a position of indifference.  Therefore, the political will is there to legalize
abortion on demand.

At this point, we need to pray that the Lord will bring confusion and strife into the camp of the
wicked.  That somehow their attempts to make this baby-murder legal will fail. That the self-
willed slaughter of Portugal's sons and daughters will not come to their shores.

The pro-lifers in Portugal have made the same mistake as the pro-lifers in South Dakota (and
America as a whole for that matter) which is twofold.  The first mistake is that they took the
focus off the baby and the cruel murder that they are subjected to in an abortion.  They decided
that the woman should be the focus.  In fact, just two weeks before the referendum took place,
pro-lifers in Portugal gathered and declared (in agreement with the pro-abortion forces) that
penalties for women having abortion should be removed.  They refused to display photographs
of babies murdered by abortion while the other side displayed photographs of women behind
jail bars.  They allowed the other side to frame the debate and fought on their terms, worried
lest they be portrayed as fanatical zealots by the opposition.

The second mistake is that they did not do the necessary trench work to win people to their side.
We repeatedly ran into people supporting legalized abortion out on the streets.  We ran into pro-
lifers only once.  Grass-roots, out-on-the-streets, work is an absolute must, especially when you
have a lying, biased press against you.  Billboards and commercials can only do so much and
can never replace one-on-one and small group interaction out on the streets in the marketplace.

All the nations in Europe where abortion is still illegal would be wise to consider the tactics of
Youth Defensein Ireland.  It is because of their grass-roots, out-on-the-streets approach that
abortion remains solidly illegal in Ireland. (http://www.truthtv.org)

We hope you are burdened in heart as we are to pray and beseech the Lord for intervention, and
to, regardless of the outcome, use what happens for His purposes in the earth.

May the Lamb that was slain receive the reward of His suffering!


